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Today’s weather 
Breezy 
with rain 

Fä 7 High: 55 
Low: 36 


Sunday: Squalls, 38 | 28 
Monday: Sunny, 46 | 36 


Weather report, A2 


Metro<State 


Deportation foes protest 
at lawmaker’s office 


Advocates for a Painesville 
woman facing deportation 
take their protests to the of- 
fice of U.S. Rep. Dave Joyce, 
hoping to enlist his help in 
blocking her ouster. A4 


Museum project: A $5 mil- 
lion project to improve a 
stretch of Doan Brook and 
landscapes beside it in Uni- 
versity Circle easily wins ap- 
proval from the city’s Plan- 
ning Commission. A4 


Nation&World 


Russian tried to set up 
Putin-Trump meeting 

A senior Russian official who 
claimed to be acting at the 
behest of President Vladi- 
mir Putin of Russia tried to 
arrange a meeting between 
Putin and Donald Trump, 
sources say. A8 


Hurricane relief: The White 
House asks Congress for 
$44 billion in hurricane aid, 
including money for Texas 
and Florida, while most of 
Puerto Rico’s needs would 
be addressed in a future re- 
quest. AS 


Ohio jobless rate 
dropped in October 


Ohio’s unemployment rate 
was 5.1 percent in October, 
with the state gaining a net of 
4,300 jobs, the state says. The 
manufacturing sector showed 
strength. A11 


Hotel being sold: A Texas 
hotel company expects to 
purchase the 175-suite Res- 
idence Inn hotel in down- 
town Cleveland by the end 
of this month. A11 


Forum 


Should presidents have 
control of nuclear codes? 


Opinion: Should the U.S. 
change its policy and make 
the president seek the ap- 
proval of Congress before or- 
dering a nuclear attack? Our 
editorial board weighs in. A15 


Sports 


Danica Patrick plans 
to retire from racing 


Danica Patrick announces that 
she will race only in the Day- 
tona 500 and the Indianapolis 
500 next year and then walk 
away from the sport. B1 


Diversions 


Breakfast at Tiffany's 

is now a reality in NYC 
Tiffany has unveiled its new 
Blue Box Cafe, offering, yes, 
coffee and croissants (like 
the movie), as well as lunch 
and tea service. P1 


cleveland.com 


Meet Sean Peebles, 
the Cavs’ PA announcer 


Sean Peebles has 
) been a Cavaliers 
fan all of his life. 
Now, he’s the PA 
announcer at Cavs games at 
The Q. See the video interview 
at cleveland.com/cavs. 
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Tax reform 


‘Trickle-down’ idea floats back up 


GOP says corporate tax cuts would speed growth despite spotty record 


PAuL WISEMAN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Does 
money roll downhill? 

In their drive to cut taxes, 
President Donald Trump 
and congressional Republi- 
cans are betting it does. 

Behind their legislation is 
a theory long popular among 


conservatives: Slash taxes for 
corporations and rich peo- 
ple, who will then hire, in- 
vest and profit — and cause 
money to trickle into the 
pockets of ordinary Ameri- 
cans. The White House says 
the plan’s corporate tax cut 
alone would eventually raise 
average household incomes 
by $4,000 a year. 


The tax plan’s “trick- 
le-down” approach was pop- 
ularized in the 1980s during 
the Reagan administration, 
though it dates back at least 
to a 1932 wisecrack by Will 
Rogers. And history shows it 
has a spotty record of deliv- 
ering on its promises. 

The Republicans’ latest 
version of the approach 


edged closer to the finish : 


line Thursday when the 


House passed its form of i 
the bill; the Senate is work- ; 


ing on its own. Republicans 
hope to send final legisla- 
tion to Trump by Christmas, 
though it’s unclear whether 
they can succeed by then. 


sEE TAXES | A8 | 


: More inside 

i An angry exchange: 
Republicans on the Senate 
Finance Committee 
pushed an amended ver- 
: sion of their tax overhaul 
i toward the Senate floor 

i Thursday, prompting an 

‘ angry exchange between 
Sens. Sherrod Brown and 
Orrin Hatch. Details, A8 


Toys still dry, we hope? 


MARVIN FONG | THE PLAIN DEALER 
“Scuba Claus” waves to Catherine Calvelage, celebrating her first birthday 
on Friday, from inside the shark tank at the Greater Cleveland Aquarium. Divers dressed as 
Santa will be inside the tank Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from Nov. 24 through Dec. 23. 


Hurricane Maria recovery 


Ohio Guard unit returns from Puerto Rico 


Medical company staffed clinic, 
sent care teams to countryside 


BRIAN ALBRECHT 
balbrecht@plaind.com 


Members of the Ohio Na- 
tional Guard’s 285th Medical 
Co. (Area Support) started re- 
turning Thursday night from 
their mission to aid the recov- 
ery from Hurricane Maria in 
Puerto Rico. 

Half of the 59-soldier con- 
tingent, comprising Guard 
members from the 285th 
and other units, arrived at the 
Rickenbacker Air National 
Guard Base in Columbus. The 
remainder were set to arrive 
Friday. 

The 285th was sent to 


Puerto Rico on Oct. 3 and 5, 
about two weeks after Hurri- 
cane Maria hit the island with 
winds of more than 150 mph, 
causing widespread damage 
and killing at least 55 people. 
The unit had a diverse mis- 
sion that included staffing a 
100-bed medical clinic in a 
basketball arena in Ponce, 
Puerto Rico, and sending 
teams of medical personnel of 
physicians, nurses and com- 
bat medics into surrounding 
communities and mountain 
villages to aid people still suf- 
fering from the hurricane. 


SEE GUARD | AS 


Members of the Ohio Army National Guard 285th 
Medical Co. (Area Support) arrive Thursday in 
Columbus after a mission in Puerto Rico. 
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Cuyahoga County 


Budish 

disputes 
audit on 
overtime 


Salaried workers 
receive extra $1.7M 


KAREN FARKAS 
kfarkas@cleveland.com 


Cuyahoga County Execu- 
tive Armond Budish now dis- 
putes months-old audit find- 
ings that his administration 
improperly paid $1.7 million 
in overtime to salaried em- 
ployees. 

Budish and his aides 
raised no objections in their 
written reply to the county’s 
independent auditor in Sep- 
tember, but they said Friday 
that they do not consider the 
payments to be overtime or 
in violation of rules govern- 
ing compensation. 

They said they have the 
authority to pay salaried 
or “exempt” employees for 
hours worked beyond 40 
hours a week. They also said 
the payments they made did 
not fit the definition of the 
word “overtime” because 
they reflected the employees’ 
hourly rates rather than time 
and a half. 


sEE AUDIT | A8 


Post on sex life 


Ohio Justice 
O’Neill tells 
others to 
‘Tighten up’ 


SETH A. RICHARDSON 
srichardson @cleveland.com 


Ohio Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Bill O’Neill said people 
needed to “lighten up” about 
a Facebook post about his 
previous sexual encounters 
that drew wide condemna- 
tion. 

In a follow-up Facebook 
post, the Democratic can- 
didate for governor and the 
only Democrat elected to 
statewide office caused an 
uproar with his post earlier 
in the day detailing his sex 
life and calling media re- 
ports about and reactions 
to sexual harassment allega- 
tions a “feeding frenzy.” 

In his original post on 
his official Facebook page, 
he said he was speaking up 
“on behalf of all heterosex- 
ual males” after allegations 
against Democratic U.S. 
Sen. Al Franken came to 
light Thursday. O’Neill, a 
Chagrin Falls native, said he 
had been “sexually intimate” 
with “approximately 50 very 
attractive females.” 


SEE O’NEILL | A13 
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